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Watsonville’s long-term plan-
ning got a big boost this week when
California Gov. Gray Davis signed
Assembly Bill 520 into law i
the Santa Cruz Local Ag
mation Commission the authority to
authorize the city’s eral plan of
development for the next 20-25
years with a single decision.

“This bill gives LAFCO the dis-
tinct authority to approve a multi-
year and multiphase series of annex-
ations to the city of Watsonville,”
said Pat McCormick, executive of-
ficer for LAFCO.

The “distinet authority” is unique
in that othencities with multiphase
general plans would have to return
to their specific LAFCO chapter to
have each phase approved individ-
ually.

AB 520, written by local Assem-
bly Member Simon Salinas, grants
the Santa Cruz commission the abil-
ity to approve the entire multiphase
general plan for Watsonville with
one decision.

“We have made it allowable by
law for LAFCO to approve the en-
tire annexation for the city of Wat-
sonville,” said Emilee Ford, of Sali-
nas’ office.

Action Pajaro Valley Executive
Director Lisa Dobbins said the or-
ganization believes the bill supports
the measure that was passed by area
voters.

“Action Pajaro Valley felt in gen-
eral that the legislation was consis-
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