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retired Bethany University history
11\)/}‘;)fes}i;or Dwight Wilson died in late

y, hope remaine

e d that the school

But the highly anticipated funds

gg;fr msltetrialized, and on June 13
Inistrators ann i
ey g ounced the deci-

“We had my husband’s memorial
service at the [university] chapel
on Junge 18, and it was like a double
m(?morla] service,” recalled Kathryn
I\gllllsi(;né tvxtfﬁo qunt 30 years teaching

e universi i

it sity before retir-

_Money in a memorial fund estab-
hshed. for the university is bztiibg
set aside for the roughly 85 now-
unemployed faculty and staff, None
received severance packages, and
they aren’t eligible for state unem-
ployment benefits since the private
nonprofit institution never paid int(;
tthth fund, officials said.

ast week, the Bethany C /
boarq of trustees voted toydis%f)rl)\.iz
gnd give control to the Northern Cal-
lfqmla-N evada District of the Assem-
blies of God, which is now seeking to
se]} the rnghly 66-acre campus.

At this point, Bethany’s debt is
of such a nature that we are unable
to pay the very bills that are there.”
the Re_v. James Braddy, the districtzs
superintendent and chairman of the
board, said Wednesday. “If we can
sell. the campus, the Bethany Corpo-
ration will make every attempt to
pa%: Severance.”

e campus will officially cl
Aug. 12, but work related to tff,e 51?55
down is continuing, with a campus
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clean-up slated for Saturday
morning. The corporation
will cease to exist once the
campus sells and all its debts
and liabilities are satisfied,
Braddy explained. Though
efforts to move the campus
to the Sacramento area had

been discussed over the past
two decades, two earlier offers
never exceeded $12 million. He
declined to speculate on the
land’s current worth.

District officials are in talks
with a potential buyer, which
Braddy declined to name.
But in the July 7 meeting, he
introduced the president of
San Francisco-based Olivet
University. Scotts Valley
Mayor Dene Bustichi con-

firmed Olivet is the interest-
ed buyer, but had no other
details.

The district is still work-
ing to avoid bankruptcy by
obtaining a loan from the
financial arm of the Assem-
blies of God, but because the
district is separate from the
corporation, additional funds
for severance packages cannot

be included.
Braddy said the shut-down

process could take up to a
year, and that “this has been
one of the most difficult deci-
sions I've had to make in my
life.”

Asked why the donors failed
to deliver, he said he had “no
idea. ... They never gave any
indication for why they chose
not to stay engaged.”

Meanwhile, students such
as 26-year-old Da’rrel Suha,

just eight credits shy of gradu-

ating with a music degree, are
making plans to finish their
studies elsewhere. Suha trans-
ferred to Bethany in August
2007, and now plans to com-
plete his studies at Northwest
University near Seattle.

“My biggest concern is the
staff and faculty for the rea-
son of being unemployed and
not getting any severance or
unemployment benefits,” he

said.




