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: SANTA CRUZ — City limit signs
gsay Population: 43,500. They’re
M a good part of the time.

. On any sunny weekend the popu-
h@ﬂnﬁubles On the big weekends : .

= Memorial Day, July 4, Labor Day .
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Some 6 to 8 million visitors are lured
- annually, according to the Con-
‘and Visitor’s Bureau. That
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: One number that doesn’t change is

‘number of police officers to
handle a blossoming number of calls.
. The Police Department is

ed 63 sworn officers, includ-

he chief. That number is only 15
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e rtment had 55 officers.

same nine-year period the
population increased 33.5
according to figures by At-
General John Van de Kamp.
. Felony crimes increased 23 per-
unt and adult misdemeanor crimes
122 percent.

m branches of the local crimi-
!ﬂ Jjustice system fared better. The
Dmber of assistant district at-
s rose 125 percent, the number
efense attorneys jumped 133 per-

cent and even the number of judges
_rose 50 percent.

. Statistics show the city has 15 per-
cent of the sworn officers in the |
_county. Yet, SCPD makes .
‘of all adult felony arests and &

“cent of adult misdemeanor @
‘including 77 percent of the ai
lor disorderly conduct.

s cars streaming into town.
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452 law enforcement Jﬂm
gxrveyed by the Depart

‘emwaper-population average cf ,1,;

sidered reasonable, he says.

adding in the tourists, the
nd population averages
000 population, roughly the
f the city of Alhambra, whose
2 force numbers 86.

‘That is about the size force Beoddd
police officials say.

Police Department has re-
16 new positions for next
but that number has been
1 down to two officers plus six
in the proposed city budget.
eet the demand on busy
, When calls average 60 to
per shift, additional officers

y gets a weekend off during
nmer,” says Belcher. The

pIrMoﬂ ‘A 1.2 to 1.5 ratio h%mlty

ght in on overtime. ‘‘Hardly

, he says, takes a toll on

and sevral ser ones in

The average ‘caseload for in-

vestigators is 50 cases a month, °

double the stand*rd for Santa Clara
alley agencies, according to Lt.
Mlke Dunbaugh, chief of detectives.
Dunbaugh says he examines about
800 crime reports a month and as-
signs about 300 of those for followup.
When a homicide occurs, tly de'-
partment employs a task fo
proach to the case, using all vaxl-

‘able manpower — five detectives

and a sergeant.
‘“We try to cover as much ground
as possible. It can be very effective,
as in the case of the stabbing at the
(Seabright) beach.” The task-force
approach produced quick leads, and
arrest warrants were obtained
within 24 hours, says Dunbaugh
“In ﬁt m the

power for the demonstrx ns.
5 vewtryminsureeveryﬁt

plice aren’t pointing ﬁngdlﬁ
ts or the city’s poliﬂcw

e

ey re counting up numbers.
definitely feel we need as-
mce. Santa Cruz no, longeﬁﬁ*i

worth of cases and victlms‘ who

e'rage;of 30 hours overtime a
haven’t received any. attention i

In light of that pressing d




