Frozen-food
firms fight
or survival

By STEVE STROTH
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Watsonville’s frozen-food pro-
cessors say their industry is
dying and it’s up to the city to
decide when to dig the grave.

“It’s not a matter of whether
or not this industry is going to
survive,” said Jeff Shaw, vice
president of Shaw Frozen Foods
Inc. “It’s a matter of when it's
going to die.” '

And’'the quickest way to kill |
it is for' the city to revoke
subsidies of sewer rates for
local food processors, he said.

Shaw was one of several food
processors who joined with
labor leaders and about 150
workers Tuesday night to tell
the Watsonville City Council
that the city’s biggest industry
may not be here in 10 years. -

“I don’t think it can last,”
Shaw said.

The standing-room-only
crowd was at City Hall to pro-
test an increase in sewer rates

for industry. Plant workers
filled the council chamber’s =

aisles holding placards reading

“Keep costs down” and “Save ’

our jobs.”
The council still approved
substantial increases for indus-

trial water, sewer and garbage *

rates last night. But it agreed to

continue subsidizing the cost of = t5**°
treating industrial sewage by °%
-raising rates for residential and
commercial users by a little™

more. .
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