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Charlotte ng of Salem, Ore. has x:alled

7 the Sentinel several times in the last two -

" ness, back pain, disorientation, cramps,

. vertigo — allow her to predict the lo-

signs of general body weakness
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a thquake predictions have become “There weremaaorearthquakes in Cali-  the Whittier temblor in 1987 and the disas-  that are measureable only on electronic  After the (Oct. 17) earthquake .
as frequent as the aftershocks = forma,,and Central Amenca m addmon to  trous Mexico Crtlslr‘;arthquake in equipment " absolutely down smk for four days. |
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ntists lend little credence to M”vwmw

further widened the rift betweeng
S and “quake forecasters who |

Gk tor for the National Enquirer.

!m sees her ah!my to predict qm
a “glﬁ
“But what do you do with it. Prior to the
51 aftershock (on Oct. 18) I called five TV
tions, one radio station and the San
;@anmsco Examiner” and was greeted
“with skepticism.

' “I understand where people are coming

%émm. You don’t want to cause mass
{Muc ... but people can be prepared,” she

Gary Griggs, earth sciences professor at
UC Santa Cruz, said “I would be elated if
there was somebody who had an innate
_ability to tell us when the next earthquake

1is going to occur,” Griggs said. “Whether -

some people are (physically) sensitive,
that seems reasonable. But sometimes the
people that are predicting quakes are in

the same category as people who are

dousing for water — successes are widely
Wuﬁadaﬁerthgemtt ermd. :

‘major earthquakes in California, Central
‘America and Japan by the end of the
~ year,” said Edward Sussman, arncles edi-

in the 5.5 to 6.0 range for Nov. 11-18. He
also claims a quake will strike between
Dec. 10 and 17.

Berkland combines geological training
with such purported indicators as ex-
tremely high tides and missing pets to
predict quakes.

“Jim and I are both working towarﬂ the
same goal,” King said. “I have known Jim
for seven or eight years. I think what he’s
doing is also very valid.”

“If you predict an earthquake in Cali-
fornia, you‘re liable to be right,” said Dr.
Kate Hutton, staff seismologist for the
California Institute of Technology in
Pasadena.

“I would tend to suspect any prediction

made by people who are not geophysicists

~weeks with seemingly accurate predw-
tions of aftershocks. el ;

King lists among her ‘“most notable

- predictions” the Coalmga quake in 1983,
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' things like ‘I'm
quakes rwenﬂy fomst a quabe

' “The -big people in mlogy. thwy say
‘m sorry, we can’t predic
quakes,”” King said. “Scientists ‘are sup
posed to be open-minded. These people are
shutting off one of the senses, and the
possibility of learning more about the
Earth through the people that are living
here. The United States Geological
Survey, their prediction of another quake
in 20 years is garbage. They’re not servmg
the people at all.”

“I wouldn’t say we’re close-minded, but
when we’ve tried to test these kind of
predictions the tests always come out
negative,” said Thomas Holzer, branch
chief for engineering seismology and
ecology for the USGS.

“To a lot of these people who aren’t

scientists, it becomes almost a theology. I
would not say we have a closed mind, but
it has to be testable. Whenever we’ve
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haw never panned out,” Hnlur
" Those in the USGS who 1

 “Intense sleepiness” and “seismic flu,”
- she said, are symtoms of the specific
- Morgan Hill-San Jose-Santa Cruz area.
. King also hears “sounds like a foghorn

ories, Berkland said m arecent McClatchy

; MMM interview ‘are motivated by

rand a reluctaneé to
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The use of animals to predict quakes, as
advocated by Berkland, King and others,

- is largely unfounded, scientists and geol-

ogists said.

“It’'s the same story,” Holzer said.
“Everybody has their favorite animal
story. But you put a group of dogs
together and try to run a scientific experi-
ment and a lot of the dogs sleep through
the quake.”

Nancy Schofield, zoologist for the San
Francisco Zoo, said she noticed no ap-
preciable reaction in animals before the
Oct. 17 quake.

“There doesn’t seem to be a correlation
between animal behavior and the onset of
an earthquake,” Schofield said. “Our

elephant keeper has been in the yardthh I

King didn’t make a predlction
7.1 magnitude Oct. 17 quake
didn’t know anybody to call, Tk
something different about that

= just means that if you're in the y
' with elephants, you miy&gw&g»
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out. You don’t want to be there when t!
exhibit that kind of behavior,” m
said. ;

“We are most interested in reports th t
are physical changes in the Earth, the
kind of thmg that relates di
what’s going on in the Earth,’
said. “We're not really inter
human or animal interpretation.

“I don’t see why it matters,” ]
“If we can take the combinatic
physical and the mechanical we ca
to do a really good job in predlct&
quakes.”

“We’ve had some contact (wﬂﬁgﬁ&
tors),” Hutton said. “But it’s not se ;




