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MAGINE THE CHAGRIN of a driver who parks hls ;

lor her car in a handicapped parkmg zone — only to ’;‘ :
‘come back and find someone in a wheelchalr gwmg
them a ticket. 3
Chagrin, indeed. ‘‘Actually, they’re
embarrassed " smiles Francisco Ramirez, 26, one of
the five persons — four of them handlcapped -
responsible for issuing parkmg tickets in Capitola.

~“Most of them just grin and bear lt " he adds.

“T've even had a few people thank me.’ :

Getting a ticket for parking in a handicapped zone
from a paraplegic! How Zen — sort of like telling
white lies to an albino. It makes errant drivers pause,
as they are used to seeing uniformed police giving
them the bad word for overstaying the two-hour time
limit.

That’s one of the reasons behind the Code
Enforcement Unit of Capxtola When a police officer
resigned from the force in 1979, chief Robert Allen
decided to use the money to recruit handicapped
persons to enforce parking laws. (Allen’s brother is
paraplegic).
~ About the same time Capitola City Council put
two-hour parking zones into effect along the
Esplanade and adjacent streets.

The results have been, in the words of chief
supervising officer Tom Hanna, ‘“‘fabulous.”

- “We've had good luck with it and the public has =~
very responsive,” Hannah says. *“We don’t have
;&e kind of image problems other cities have, andI -
don't get as many citizen’s complaints as I do with
some of our able-bodied employees.”

‘That’s quite a statement for Capitola, where
parking — or lack of it — threatens to become the
issue equivalent to a 20th century version of the range
wars. Parking tickets have increased from a $3 pinch "‘
to a $7 sting. There is no off-street parking and no B
municipal parking lots. And each year more and mo
people move to the county. _

- Members of the Code Enforcement Unit —
‘Capxtola s version of Parking control deputies —

_include Ramirez, a partlal paraplegic; Steven Carr,
who lost his left arm in a traffic accident as a boy;
Joan Goodridge and Linda MacDougal, who are
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