change

Plan shifts focus
to grad students™ .

By JOHN ROBINSON i O
Sentinel staff writer |1 vy Pl g
SANTA CRUZ — As UC Santa
Cruz grows, the faculty is recom-
mending the university establish
job-oriented professional schools —
starting with a school of engineer-
ing — and increase graduate re-
search programs. @ ‘ :
It is a change in direction for the i
| university, which has focused on !
'\ liberal arts and science programs
\
\
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in the past. g ;

“We essentially have no profes- i

sional schools,” said Jorge Hanka- P

| mer, associate academic vice chan- {

| cellor and professor of linguistics. &
'] “This brings a ‘better balance to
{| the university. The range of types

of people.attracted will be broad-

er, t pmil s gl i

What is.a‘o,stake!i,s the academic
future and ‘character of university &
as it plans to grow by a third to an L
enrollment of 15,000 students in the
year 2008, /& 1A H | 4

On Wednesday, the UCSC Aca- .
demic Senate will vote on whether !
il to accept a far-reaching planning
1] statement produced by a senate  *
corxi_ngirtteg;‘:ﬁwmqh}:k‘xcludes the fol- .
low, gtlfgt}i)mmenﬁationsﬁwwm
| |77 @ Increase graduate student: AR
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cent of enrollment — 3,000 stu-

dents — by 2005. ~This would re- H
. quire: il foundihg  several K.

professional schools to draw large 4 A3

numbers of graduate students. o

Bigger graduate programs also
would mean more faculty, with as
many as 450 new faculty members
to be hired by 2005, as well as foun-
ding research programs and sourc- .
es of funding to support the gradu- 18
ate students. ; B

g ) Professiona.l,schools are cendw’ gy
tral to the future of UCSC, accord- 14
ing to the report, beginning with a 4
|| School of Engineering, with others
|1 to follow, most likely in environ-
mental ‘studies, or possibly in ar-
chitecture or education. . !

;Thev‘unve.rsity has formally sub-
mitted an gppl'ggtion for the engi-
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neering school, and is only two

ficials said.
edical schools are not practi-
rithout a research hospital and
pli can’t have a research hospital
mithout more people around,”
fankamer said. “Law school pro-
eftions indicate California doesn’t
need any more lawyers — that
plenty are already being produced
by existing schools.”
® Boost the college system,
ibly founding a college for
te students and for bilingual
ts and faculty.
study recommendations are
general in most cases, but will
serve as the “headlights” to guide
the university’s way, according to
Todd Wipke, a chemistry professor
who chairs the senate’s Committee
of P!annmg and Budget.
ically this sets out the prin-
~which we are going to
grow as a university,” Wipke said.

“There may come a time when stu-
dents become interested in practi-
cal, useful. things, and liberal arts
may become unpopular. It hag-
pened at UCSC in the ’70s — we
were losing students. investing
(in professional schools), it’s like
having a balanced portfolio.”

Wipke said the investment won’t
come at the expense of undergrad-
uate liberal arts programs, but
would ensure future growth.

The academic direction UCSC
takes will determine what sort of
student attends, what construction
occurs and influence of the school
within the University of California
system when it comes to money
and resources.

A major factor in the push for
graduate programs is the competi-
tion among campuses for funding.

UC allocates resources under a
formula that provides graduate

students nearly three times the re-

" sources awarded undergraduates,

mainly due to the level of their re-
search.

“The main impact is that the stu-
dent-faculty ratio gets better,”
Hankamer said. “When you look at
the campuses, UC Riverside has
about the same number of students
(as UCSC) but almost 50 percent
more faculty.”

Historically, UCSC has focused
on undergraduate education in the
liberal arts and sciences — pro-
grams that don’t draw large num-
bers of graduate students. Chang-
ing that focus may not be easy.

In the senate study, Jim Gill, act-
ing dean of graduate studies and
research, wrote, “I think this histo-
ry (of undergraduate focus) is suf-
ficiently entrenched and beneficial
that it will always limit our re-
search infrastructure relative to

UC norms. Good teachers of :
not good entrepreneurs, and vice
versa.” iy

HanRamer agreed, saying, ﬁ!t is
rather difficult to change percent-
ages (of graduate students) in a
graceful fashion.”

When looking for a professional
school, the campus must rely upon
its strengths the senate report con-

cluded, including the natural re-

_sources and environment ot‘ the
ke ,‘
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