' ‘Superﬁvi;o)l;;s Reply

To Jury Report

By WALLACE WOOD
Sentinel Staff Writer

County supervisors are ex-
pected to file their reply to
the 1970 Grand Jury report to-
day, and it contains some not-
able differences of opinion
among officials. ;

Supervisors are required by
law to give an answer to the
Grand Jury, which will be on
file with the county clerk. In
addition to the hbgard’s com-
ments, four county elected offi-
cials also filed comments on
the jury’s report. These include
the auditor-controller, sheriff,
superintendent of schools, and
‘county clerk.

Some of the highlights from
the county’s answers to the
Grand Jury:

MT. HERMON SLIDE — A
majority of supervisors rejected
Grand Jury charges of favor-
itism toward Kaiser Sand and
Gravel Company for not moving
against Kaiser in the Mt. Her-
mon Road slide problem.

Grand jurors had concluded
Kaiser may have triggered the

are enough cause to reopen
Kaiser’s use permit and to in-
vestigate the slide causes.

Dr. Richard Fickel, county su-

the road in 1969 and led
to a controversial bypass proj-
ect around Mt. Hermon.
Jurors said the county should
hire a disinterested engineering
firm to see if Kaiser is respon-
sible for the slide, and sue Kai-
ser if there was any evidence.
Supervisors say in their reply
that “the Grand Jury cites no
competent geological evidence
to support the conclusions as
to causation” of the slide. They
declared that a ‘“‘consensus of
expert opinion” is that the slide
existed before Kaiser began its
operation and proving Kaiser|
responsible would involve a
costly - investigation.
Supervisors also claimed that
Kaiser is in “general conformi-
ty” with a county use permit,
However, a minority view was
presented by Supervisors Ralph
Sanson and Phil Harry, both
attorneys, who said they believe
the Grand Jury’s charges alone
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He added that such a district
“would create a greater dis-
tance between the local voting
public and its representative
board and school administra-
tion. This continuing erosion of
local control would seem to deny
the effectiveness of our repub-
lican form of democracy.”

FULE-TIME SUPERVISORS
— County supervisors said they
are puzzled at a Grand Jury
suggestion they thust decide if
they will become full-time su-
pervisors with higher salary or
give the county administrative
office more staff and control.

The county board’s comment
was that just because state law
now allows them to put higher
supervisors’ salaries up for a
vote is no reason to suddenly
decide if a supervisors job
should be parttime or full-time.
“The real question raised by
the jury’s recommendation is
L |whether people who have to
Slwork for a living should be
€| systematically excluded from
' |the board of supervisors to
3 make room for the retired, the
independently wealthy, and the
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jolit has given as much money
and staff to the County Ad-
o [ministrative Office as it could
»|afford.
| | EMPLOYES — Supervisors
k|also answered a jury criticism
tithat there should be a wage
and salary review board by not-
s|ing there is almost daily contact
between the County Employes’
k| Association and county person-
vinel representatives, so no such
board is needed.
0| HOSPITAL — Jury criticisms
of the billing system at General
t|Hospital were quietly answered
o|with notations, the system is

16 FOOT 20 FOOT

19.95 24.50 79¢ 92¢ 1.05

RADIO

rapidly being improved. Audi-
tor-Controller Art Merrill added
a gentle criticism of the jury
.Ifor not coming to his office
to discuss its findings before
they were issued in th report.
LIBRARY — The county did
agree with jury suggestions for
working toward a countywide
library system, and said this
is being done. The county also
'lis exploring a joint library pro-
f|cessing center, and a system-
.|wide book catalog.
JAIL COMPLEX — The jury
had recommended the county
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Floating blade with super slic-
ing, power. Even cuts clumps
of grass.
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ROOT FEEDER

For beautiful frees and shrubs.
Attaches to garden hose. 8
ounces of plant foed pellets
included

WHEELBARROW

Just right for garden use. Car-
ries 3 cubic feet easily. 10
inch tire, nylon wheel bear-
ing..
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GARBAGE CAN

Rust - resistant g a | v a n ized
steel Raised bottom, snug fit-
ting lid with handle,

6.95 VALUE 4»66

easy-grip
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DELUXE LAWN SWEEPER

Makes raking obsolete. Rotat-
ing brush picks up twigs,
sticks, leaves, grass, other
debris. Big capacity hopper
lifts out to unload. 10" easy
rolling wheels,




