'Live Oak may raise age for starting kindergarten
 Kids turning 5 after Sept. 1 would attend program for 4-year-olds

Jessrca Toban tries her hand ata I|ttle art work durmg the afternoon session at Green Acres Elementary School’ s preschool in
—_Liva Oale Tuaedau- School offi crals are consrdermg rarsmg_the age requrrement of krndergarten admrssron by three months. '
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LIVE OAK ZIflittle J ohnny s birthday
: -*falls on Dec. 2, he can start school in Cali-
fornia at age 4 even though-many educators
don’t think he’s likely to be ready for the aca-
) ‘demlc rigors of klndergarten
That may change in Live Oak School Dis-
_ trict, where officials:are consniermg partlc-
_ . ipation in a state pilot program raising the
* age for kmdergarten admlssmn by three
‘months. .
A Ifapproved chlldren would have to turn 5
by Sept 1to s1gn up for kmdergarten in L1ve
.+ 0ak:*
But. dlstrlct offlclals don’t want the late-
blrthday children to stay home an extra year.

kmdergarten des1gned to match child devel-
opment more closely. :
. *Let’s make school fun and appropriate’and !
not about stressing little children by forcing
' them into a program not made for them,” said
" David Paine, the district’s curriculum director.
.~ About 40 children would be affected if the
~ -district makes the change, Paine said. - :
. The district can make the change if the
" state accepts itsapplication to participate in
" the pilot program; and district trustees
approve the plan. Only a small number of dis-.
tricts statewide will be approved, and the dis-
- trict won’t be notified until July 1.

Meanwhile, if administrators get the 80--

‘ahead from trustees at a March 22 meeting, -
they will. nnplement a kindergarten-readi-
"'ness class, mandated for the p110t program
in this year’s summer school.
They also will proceed with plans to. bu11d
fand_ implement a program for 4-year-old stu-

Instead, they are proposing two years of

Chrrstopher Tiran works ona building-block prOJect at Green Acres
Elementary School s preschool Tuesday afternoon o

dents mto the ex1stmg preschools the dlstrlct

operates at its three elementary schools: Live -

Oak, Green Acres and Del Mar.

The preschool classes, which serve 125 chil-

dren ages 3% to 5, are designed to prepare stu-
dents forlater study in the district’s kinder-

...garten through eighth-grade program. The
‘classes would probably be split so teachers
could develop separate programs for 3- and .

4-year-olds, Paine said.
The district expects the program to be free

or inexpensive because of state funding tied '
“to the pilot project.

In many ways, the ex1st1ng preschool and

A meetmg
for parents

- WHAT: Parents are
invited to a meeting
‘with school officials
to discuss the
possible change in
age for admittance
- to kindergarten in
Live Oak-schools."

~ WHEN: 6:30-7:30

1 p.m. Thursday.

" WHERE: Live Oak
School District
board room, 984-1
~ Bostwick Lane, -

" Santa Cruz.
CONTACT: David . -
‘Paing at 475-6333

-ext. 217 or -

- dpaine@santacruz.k
12, ca.us. ‘

kmdergarten programs look ahke Pame said.

‘Teachers at both levels Work together to build

reading, wrltmg and math skills, he said.
Countmg, workmg with the alphabet, sto-
rytelling and music can be found at both lev-
els, for example Tt’s a matter of where stu-

_ dents fall. on a continuum, Paine said.

- Both programs would run daily in 3%hour

-sessions. The program for 4-year-olds would
_probably include more time for play than the
' tradltlonal kmd Irgarten, Painesaid.”

Contact Donna Jones at '
djones@santa-cruz,com. -
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