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Abando%iﬁé %r%r?dﬁorfe Drive
Water Line May Cause Forfeit

Attorney Willard Paine today
declared that the proposed aban-
donment of the old Branciforte
drive water line may result in
forfeiture of the city’s appropria-
tive water rights along a stretch
of Branciforte creek below Happy
Valley school.

" the Paine is fighting, a city move to
‘bud- discard the old line which has
been supplying a number of prop-
ture | erties with free water for nearly
pear | 70 years.
that | The council on Tuesday official-
the | ly set November 1 as the aban-
ay a|donment date over objections
the | from Paine, who said he would be
pro- | forced to take his fight to court
if the action is carried out.
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councilmen

tion to abandon th
passed Tuesday,
agreed that eity rep
will meet with Pain
the issue further,

Paine said his opposition to the| 1
abandonment is prompted by the|of
necessity of defending his rights | lift
and is no criticism of the council-| hot
men. “They are as honest as they erg
can be with the information they dis]
have,” Paine said, in {

The city’s stand is that it will | mo:
no longer he obliged to furnish| = E
free water along Branciforte drive | at
it it gives up the system. stre

Paine feels this is a shortsight- | sert
ed approach. He said that while | wan
the city may not want Branciforte | ter,

T : water at this time the picture | thel
xmo]rfl Paine, owner of Squabble Hol- may change in the future, onn
1 low farm below the Happy Valley Abandonment of the system | ©Y
€ | school dam, said abandonment of may lose for the city its right | $;
scal | the Jine would leave his property to take water from the  creek fr%"n
;nkxs. without an assured water supply. Paine said. f tad
’vle):e The city has been making feints $30
%n the direction of ab:illndolrzirrient store
Or over seven years, The old line . terd.
ti};ﬁ ‘iis a mainltenan}c)e problem and %10. Ellza beth Janes Pc
srv- | day -supplies about 25 users who . " to tk
I oeh o waton charges, TO Dlr ect I.lve after
o Water d t t fi indi off w
ves, ater department figures indi-
ea- | cate annual maintenance costs are Oak P r Ogr am embc
$2500. It would cost about $60,000 terda
ex-| to replace the leaky line and the | s Elizabeth Janes, fifth| He
ow | council apparently has no inten. grade irstructor at the Mission | 1008
od. | tion of constructing a new line ‘

mt | for the sole purpose of servi
non-paying consumers.

Paine traces his right to so-eall-
ed free water back to 1877, when
the then owner of the property,
Henr is ripari
AC-1 all ot
>S- | water com
be | in return for a guaranteed suppl
bltli of water from the company’s line:
L The company later passed in
the hands of F. A. Hihn and in
1916 was bought by the city. Paine
maintains that together with the
system, the city took over all obli-
gations, includi
to furnish water to properties
along the way.

Since his broperty’s riparian
rights were given up,
revert to the property hecause the
land bordering the ¢
1|sold in the meanti
0 | must 'either contin
6 | water or settle th
31 obligation in som
5 | Paine says.
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volunteer workers to assist with
the eraft p

ng Hill elementary school, has been cont;;
named director of the Live Oak Mart;
school summer recreation prog- | Ping”
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store
minut
The announcement was made h
g by Herbert Cart.
t, district superintendent of
Live Oak school. She will re-
¢ Barbara Wilson who
signed as program director due
ill health.
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