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Sweating out the Capitola vote.

By DONNA KIMURA
Sentinel staff writer

CAPITOLA — Three familiar faces were
elected to the Capitola City Council on
Tuesday.

Stephanie Harlan, Robert Garcia and
Ron Graves were the top vote-getters to
win seats on the five-member council.

Harlan and Garcia are former council
members who sought a return to city poli-
tics, and incumbent Graves is a 24-year
veteran of the board.

Together, they have served a total of 36
years in office in Capitola.

“I think people don’t want to see chang-

” said Harlan, who led all candidates
thh 975 votes or 19.7 percent. She served
from 1984 to 1992.

She became the city’s first woman may-
or in 1990.

Garcia had 947 votes, 19.1 percent, and
Graves finished with 805, 16.3 percent, in

Capitola council
6 of 6 precincts

Candidate Votes Pct
Stephanie Harlan 975 20
Robert Garcia 047 19
Ron Graves 805 16
Tony Bugge 675. 14
Mary Vaage 559 1)
Tim Robertson 551 N
Don A. Enos 392 8

the unofficial count.

The three veterans beat out four up-
starts who promised to bring new life to
the city’s policy-making board.

Tony Bugge had 675 votes; Mary Vaage,

Bill Lovenowsmﬂner
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559; Tim Robertson, 551; and Don A. Enos,
392.

Only 29.6 percent of the city’s 6,488 reg:
istered voters cast ballots. :

“I think what this means is t‘h ‘e
majority of people in Capitola are plea
with how the city has been run Mﬁn
years,” said Garcia as he watcl
votes being tallied at City Hall.

Garcia served one term on the
beginning in 1978.

Graves, who was elected to his wﬂ‘m&h
term, was the only incumbent in the field.

The longest-standing councilman in eity
history, Graves helped shape the city’s

successful commercial dlstrlct on 4lst Av-
enue.
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t the end of March, Robertson had r: sed the mo
ney of all the candldates with $4,500. Bugge ‘was
d in fund raising with $3,877.
It still wasn’t enough to get into office. 7
“Let’s hope people elected have the skills to m
the assets,” said Bugge, a tax accountant who call
city tg develo%v lon rangg financial ,sepved two terms |y
; tooggzedqys are over. I opef e people 984. In 1990, she pe. Harlan
! RN B i 2 city’s first woman mayor.
ng the campaign, ger ection this year brings another touch of
‘ this seaside town. ! ¢
s Margaret Fabrizio on the council —
ime two women will serve concurregt |
five-member board. ;
that’s wonderful,” Harlan said. “It’ s a
il step in the hlstory of Capitola.
abrizio, who was elected two years ago, s&id 4
| forward to working with Harlan. =
; &ehghted to be serving with Stephaniﬁe,”v ‘
Tuesday night. “It will be a dynamic
ative council.”
Ron Graves, re-elected Tuesday night,
pleased to serve on a council w1th two )
Nt

wn as a’staunch Democrat and environ-

“p think people remem-
bered mé from my previous
; ce she said. I
',}hard for them and
ork hard again.”

-
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' “Q%ﬁnnk baswally what it says is that people i
town did not like divisive politics and Iike e wa

5 e st, Harlan was a popular mayor who

been run,” he said. - - could bwe%tseen riding her bicycle through town.

Capltola is a city that is safe — two murders in the She led the city in its stand against offshore
last 10 ten years. It has a vital shopping district that oil-drilling along the Central Coast. She was also
generates about $3.7 million in sales taxes each year. a major force in Capitola adopting a curbs)de
The city beach was named one of the best in the recyclmg program
Pacific Northwest. ,

In the end, voters of the small town elected the o Donna imura
people they knew the best. & °




