Census miscount costly

Leftout ﬁéighbaﬁbod could cost Watsonville $150,000 yearly

By STETT HOLBROOK
SENTINEL STAFF WRITER

WATSONVILLE — Country Waffles is a
V Watsonville breakfast establishment. But
not according to the feds.

The city absorbed the popular restaurant,
a handful of other Freedom Boulevard busi-
nesses and the roughly 2,500 people who live
in the area in last year’s annexation of the
Freedom-Carey neighborhood.

But when U.S. Census Bureau counters
tallied the city last year, it listed the new
Watsonvillians as residents of unincorpo-
rated Santa Cruz County.
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“That was part of our calculation. ”
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City Manager Carlos Palacios said.

It cos@s the city about $250,000 a year
to provide police, fire and utility ser-
Vice to the area, Palacios said. Prop-
erty tax dollars from the neighborhood
gbout cover that cost. But street
g)n;t)rovemenati and other repairs will

St more, making the addition, -
eyP\glltaL he said., = it

acios said he is confident the Cen-
sus Bureau will adjust the numbers,

City officials fear that will leave Wat-
sonville undercounted and underfunded.

The ¢ity’s population should be 2,000 to
2,500 more than the 44,265 reported by the
Census Bureau, city officials say. And the
undercount could cost the city state and fed-
eral dollars; as much as $150,000 annually.

Many forms of financial help are allocat-
ed on the basis of population: the more peo-
ple, the more money.

Mayor Chuck Carter said the addition
of the Freedom-Carey neighborhood would
“nudge us closer to 50,000 people.” That
benchmark is especially important to Wat-

Costly undercount

only that they would review th
most likely this Summer, s

The bureay performed its decennial
heqd count in April. Th
Whlch_was years in the
nQIt‘ }cl)fflcial until July 1.

e Freedom-Care nei

foringrly known asy oot
Includes the land along Carey Aven
southwest of Freedom Boules\,lard arlllg
the Freedom Shopping Center at Free-
dom and Airport boulevards,

Whiskey Hill,

Census officials, however, would say

Contact Stett Holbrook at
shol brook@san ta-cruz.com.

sonville because cities of that size qualify
for even more public money.

Pat Treseler, owner of Country Waffles,
likes being a part of Watsonville. Law-
enforcement response time has improved,
she said, and water billing is simpler.

" But providing those services could get
expensive for the city unless the Census
Bureau adjusts Watsonville’s population.
City officials based their decision to annex
the 120-acre neighborhood in part on the
additional funds they thought they would
get with a larger population.
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Watsonville absorbed the Freedom-Carey area last year, but the
census counted the neighborhood as part of the county.




