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SANTA CRUZ — Cxty Counc1l ‘

members'made’it’ official \'Tuesday

‘night: There won’t be any: fluoride.
“added to'the municipal water sup:,

ply unless;voters;want: it.

iThe 61 vote “merely was. a-for-.

mahty The majority of the council
+had‘made iticlear overithe past:1%
“'months:that they wanted'to rebuﬁ"
- anysstate e effort: to.for th

J + Despite ‘clear: mdlcatlons of’the i

ion,"a rowdy crowd

reb‘uffs . |

W
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determine*if a legal challenge will
be filed.

Mathews has been the only
council member to consistently
side with health-care professionals
who cite numerous scientific stud-

.ies that prove adding fluoride to
the water supply isn’t harmful. It

does, however, dramatically im-
€ dental health especially
ong young people, they said.

On the other side are those who
beheve fluoride is a dangerous

medication that can cause health

problems. It's especially danger-

-ous, they said, because the level of
its in

zestion from various sources

other than water can’t be ade-
quately regulated. ,

Councilman Mike Rotkin said he
simply had too many unanswered
questions to support adding fluo-
ride, a position widely embraced
by other members.

At the same time the council was
attacking the state’s legal ability to
force a city to fluoride its water,
members also requested that more
state money be used to take care of
children’s dental health needs, es-
pecially among low income resi-
dents.

Mathews suggested that the state
is trying to do something about the
problem by mandating fluoride in
the water, in addition to paying for
dental care for low income people.

“If it’s such a great statewide
concern, why is it that the Legisla-

ture doesn’t approve any money
for it (adding fluoride to the wa-
ter)?”’ countered Mayor Celia Scott.

Councilman Michael Hernandez,
who sided with Mathews two
weeks ago when the ordinance
first came to the council, voted
with the majority this time,

Hernandez said he had a clearer
understanding of the ordinance
this time around, and he agreed
that it would be better to let voters
decide the issue.

There won’t be a ballot measure
any time soon, however. The coun-
cil doesn’t exf)ect to go to the vot-
ers unless the state forces its hand
by finding money to begin imple-
menting the fluoridation process;




