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When Shane Hall was diagnosed
with AIDS, one of his biggest con-
cerns was that he would end up in
a hospital hooked up to myriad
tubes and life support systems.

Instead, the 27-year-old man
died quietly at his Santa Cruz home
June 23, surrounded by family,
friends and nurses from the Hos-
pice Caring Project of Santa Cruz
County.

“Words cannot express how good
those people (from the hospice)
were to Shane,” said his father,
Robert Hall. “They were there at
his bedside 24 hours a day when he
needed them. They were able to
respect his wishes, and help make
his passing as easy as possible.

“We were struggling to keep
Shane alive, knowing all along that
he was going to die. Hospice made
it better for all of us at the end.”

The Hospice Caring Project-has
been helping the terminally ill, and
their survivors, in Santa Cruz
County since 1978. The project’s
goal, according to executive direc-
tor Jo Ann Siemsen, is to help keep
patients at home and provide sup-
port for those confronted with dy-
ing and death.

“We're really a life-enhancing
concern,” Siemsen said. “We en-
courage the terminally ill to make
the best use of the time they have
left. Qur reward is in seeing people
live life fully, and helping them
explore the meaning of their
lives.”

Siemsen said the project’s other
goal is to offer support to the pa-
tients’ families.

“Sometimes the dying person is
coping better than the family,” she : : ; . : : .
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The term “hospice” is derived
from hospitality — and hospital —
and means a place where one can

“be a guest, Siemsen said.

Hospice programs originated
during the Crusades, when ill tray-
elers were taken in and cared for
by strangers.

“When modern medicine took
hold, hospice programs gradually
fell by the wayside,” Siemsen said.
“They started up again in the late

cal insurance provides hos ice
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will be billed. The rest of the mon-
ey to operate the project comes
from grants, donations, garage
sales and other fund-raisers,
“Shane had a hospice clause in
his insurance, but that didn’t mat-
ter,” Hall said. “Hospice would
have taken care of him anyway ”
For more information on the
Hospice Caring Project of Santa
Cruz County, call (408) 688-7684.




