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In a major truce in America’s endangered
species battles, the Bush administration agreed
‘ednesday to speed protections for 29 strug-
gling plant and animal species — including an

imperiled insect that has
threatened:-to derail hous-
ing developmentsin Santa

Cruz County.

Under the deal, three en+

vironmental ° groups
agreed not sue the US.
Fish and Wildlife Service
to try and force the spe-
cies onto the federal en-
dangered species list.
Instead, the Fish and

Ohlone tiger beetle
This insect exists
only in Santa Cruz
County.

Wildlife Service promised to make decisions —
most over the next six months — about wheth-
er the 29 species warrant listing and protec-
tions. Some of the species in question have
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been under consideration as
far back as 1975, but the agen-
cy has not acted.

“] am pleased that we have
been able to cooperate and
find common ground that will
allow us to protect these spe-
cies under the Endangered
Species Act,” said Interior
Secretary Gale Norton, who
oversees the Fish and Wild-
life Service. “I hope this can
be a model for future agree-
ments.”

Three groups

The environmental groups
involved are the California
Native Plant Society, the Cen-
ter for Biological Diversity in
Tucson, and the Southern
Appalachian Biodiversity
Project in Asheville, N.C.

“This is the largest endan-
gered species agreement out-
side the courts in the history
of the act,” said Kieran Suck-
ling, executive director of the
Center for Biological Diversi-
ty. “It took lots of creativity,
patience and hand-wringing.”

Environmental groups
have claimed for years that
the agency has moved too
slowly in making endangered
species decisions to avoid po-
litical ~ controversy. = Often
when animals or plants are
listed ‘as endangered, it can
reduce Jogging, shrink pro-
posed housing subdivisions,
reroute road plans or reduce

water to farmers from federal,

projects. ‘

Budget too small

The Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice has said its budget is too
small to meet the law’s dead-
lines. More recently, it has
complained that its staff has
been overwhelmed respond-
ing to a tidal wave of lawsuits
from environmental groups.

The Center for Biological
Diversity, for example, still
has 42 pending lawsuits na-
tionwide against the agency.

“All the litigation has basi-
cally put the agency’s work-
load in meltdown,” said Patri-
cia Foulk, a spokeswoman for

the Fish and Wildlife Service
in Sacramento.
Environmentalists argue

they are only seeking to force
the agency to follow the law.

“What they have been tied
up with is court orders to do
their job,” said Suckling. “It’s
not unreasonable for a court
to tell them to do their job.”

In‘the Bay Area, Wednes-
day’s deal means the Fish
and Wildlife Service has
agreed to make a final deci-
sion about whether to list as
endangered the Ohlone tiger
beetle, known to exist only in
five areas in Santa Cruz
County.

In 1998, a Santa Cruz activ-
ist filed a petition with the
federal government asking it
to declare the green bug en-
dangered, noting that its
numbers have plummeted
because of urban develop-
ment-and invasive plants.

Housing in habitat

Several areas cited as bee-
tle habitat by Grey Hayes, the
Santa Cruz biologist who co-
ordinated studies leading to
the petition, have been slated
for housing developments,
most notably in the Glenwood
Drive area of Scotts Valley —
one of the city’s last large
open meadows.

Under Wednesday’s agree-
ment, the Fish and Wildlife
Service will make emergency
listings of three species as en-
dangered. They are the Car-
son’s wandering skipper, a
butterfly found in Lassen
County and in Washoe Coun-
ty, Nev,, and harmed by water
diversions and livestock graz-
ing; the ulpygmy rabbit, of
which only 50 remain in
Washington; and the Tum-
bling Creek cave snail, found
in just one Missouri cave.

The agency also agreed to
issue final decisions whether
it will list 14 other species by
next year.

IF YOU'RE INTERESTED
For more information go to the
Fish and Wildlife Service's Web
site: http://endangered.fws.gov
or the Center for Biological Diversi-
ty's site at www.sw-center.org/
swchd/

Contact Paul Rogers at
progers@sjmercury.com or
(408) 920-5045.




