The ¢ rowmg pains are just beginning
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Rubble and open space.cover the area at Cathcart Street and Pacific Avenue near the Del Mar Theatre; Santa Cruzans must decide what will rise to fill the space.

‘Enormous’
job awaits

By GUY LASNIER
Sentinel staff writer

SANTA CRUZ — Now the really
hard part begins.

More downtown buildings may
be demolished, but most of the de-
struction is over. What remains is a
crazy quilt of vacant lots and open
spaces.

Though tents or “pavilions” may.
house businesses for up to a year,
the big question facing Santa Cruz
over the next several years is: What
will rise to fill the space?

“There’s an enormous job in
front of us,” said City Manager
Dick Wilson. “We all recognize the
job is much bigger than anything
we’ve ever done before.”

As the euphoria of opportunity
turns to practical realities, more
big questions lie ahead, including
finances in a city that was broke
before the earthquake, and is near-
ly bankrupt now.

How will a city that has success-
fully fought development over the
past decade make a complete turn-
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A bit of mall
IS open again

SANTA CRUZ — The mall is
open. Or at least a bit of it is.

The fences that had kept people
from the Walnut Street entrance to
Pacific Avenue were moved back
Saturday to let people enter a half-
block section of the decimated
downtown. Togo’s Eatery, Wool-
worth’s, The Gap and even the
small pretzel cart on the corner
were all open for business Satur-
day afternoon.

Most of those who discovered the
section was open were not shop-
ping, though. Instead, they were
getting the first public glimpse of
what the mall looks like from Pa-
cific Avenue. :

The huge hole that had once been
the Hihn building, the field of rub-
ble that Logos, Plaza Books and
Fords Department Store had all sat
upon, the shattered. windows and
cracked facades that still adorn
many of the buildings in the area —
all were seen from a new per-
spective, and people pressed

- against the fences for a closer look.
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around to encourage it?
Some, like city Planning Director
Peter Katzlberger, believe the city
has structures and plans already in
place to guide the rebuilding pro-
cess. '
Others believe a fundamental
shift in city policies and attitudes is
needed.
“The whole concept of develop—
ment has been that it is a crime,”
said Mark Primack, an architect
and chairman of the city Zoning
Board. The city’s planning practice
was based on the proposmon that
“if you're going to commit a
you have to pay a very high
he said. “If you build housing
you have to build a school.”
Likely participants in th
building process speak in
views of creating a nonprofit :c
poration, a “public-private paftner-
ship” as a guiding force.
A key proponent of the pa
ship plan is Richard Bradley, p
dent of the Washington, D.C.-based
International Downtown Associa
tion. Bradley has visited San
Cruz twice since the earthquake
and met with city and business
leaders. He is expected back in
town within the next 10 days.
Bradley and others in the inter-
national association spec1ahze An o
revitalizing downtown cores.’
Clty Council and Planning C
mission have endorsed h1s ©

Plaza Lane

declared it wanted to play an- a . tive
role. :

Mayor Mardi Wormhoudt en-
visions a broad-based corporation
of about 30 members representing
various facets of the commumity,
led by.a smaller steering commit-
tee.
. “Many people feel a very deep‘
concern about what will happen
downtown,” she said.

Wilson is to present a
preliminary outline for the struc-
ture of a rebuilding committee
‘when the council meets Nov. 28.
“We’ll need consulting help and
economic help,” Wilson said.

Wormhoudt said money must
come from both the private and
public sector. “The private sector
will have to come up with son
money, perhaps first,” she said.

Bradley estimated a budget of
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much as $500,000 for a group vg;lth 1 ¢ ;
an independent staff of professig “The point is,” he said, * wanted, to other segments of the  “We're not against development spent the last 10 years frustrating “We need to revolutioniz
planners experienced in rebuil real consensus behmd a community, according to Bradley’s Der se, but we’re against bad de- development are not the people way the Planning Departmen
William Rubel, chairman of * P theories. velopment, ugly development” he who should be deciding,” he said.  tions,” Rubel said. “They 8l
Downtown Commission, said thev More people had power but “all said." It’s the small property owners prov1de information, resource
ideas and discussion must co we were able to say is ‘stop, no and Further, control should change, . who will decide what happeéns, guidance on how to make
don’t, " said Rubel. said Primack. “People who have Rubel said.  ° : peoples’ dreams become reali

from the cpmmunity.




