it should be

viotechnology op

, Alzheimer’s
S and other ail-

inate deci-
said after

Page 6B

JOHN WOOLFOLK — MERCURY NEWS
John Stephenson among some of the 400 goats at the ranch.

Vote is setback for biotechnology
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ation was more akin to indus-
try than agriculture.

“Just because Mr. Stephen-
son’s facility is using farm ani-
mals, I don’t think that makes
it a farm,” said Ray Gwyn
Smith of Bonny Doon. “If
white rats were there and be-
ing injected with antibodies,
would it then be a farm?”’ :

Department staff members
disagreed and recommended
that the activity be allowed to
continue without further re-
view. Commissioner Denise
Holbert, however, said bio-
technology is too different
from conventional agriculture

to be allowed without further
county oversight, and moved
that permits be required.

“I don’t think this is farming
as we know it,”” Holbert said.
“I think the farming is uncon-
ventional. I think we need to

have some regulations govern-

ing this use.”

Holbert’s motion still allows
Santa Cruz BioTechnology to
continue its goat ranching
while the permit process is de-
veloped, but with a provision
that it may not expand by
more than 20 percent.

Though they voted with Hol-
bert, commissioners Dale Skil-
licorn and James Hamlin indi-
cated earlier that they dis-
agreed in principle.

“A goat is a goat is a goat,”
Skillicorn said. “The effect on
the land of raising a goat is the
same whether the goat is used
to produce hair or milk or med-
ical research products. I
haven’t heard anyone say we
shouldn’t raise chickens be-
cause an egg may end up in a
lab.”

Stephenson said in an earlier
interview that further govern-
ment regulation of operations
such as his goat ranch would
send a chilling message to oth-
er biotech firms that might
come to Santa Cruz. The com-
mission’s decision affects one
other company, El-Labs in So-
quel, which has been in busi-
ness 17 years with 40 goats.




