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Rumors about the plant'l_
future have been going around
Watsonville for several years,
Lopez said.

“We thought it might be the
worst of our fears,” that the
plant might shut down, he said.

| Lopez.said he’s pleased to

| hear that the company plans to
stay, but is disappointed to see.
some of the processing. go to |
Mexico.

M X “It’s kind of a cliff-hanger,” he -
s said, because the company
: hasn’t announced specific plans.

Line workers at Pillsbury-.
Green Giant make $7.56 an
hour, $1.31 more than workers
at Watsonville’s other two vege-
table processors, Richard A.
.Shaw Inc. and Norcal-Crosetti
‘Foods Inc. Lopez said the
Green Giant workers are paid
more because some specialized
skills are required at the plant.

Pillsbury is a subsidiary of
Grand Metropolitan PLC, an in-
ternational food, drink and re-
tailing company.




