‘Council finally
OK’s Franich
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annexation
LAFCO is next hurdle

By CHELA ZABIN Oscar Rios, Betty Bobeda and Al
STAFF WRITER Alcala voted “yis’;iot?x atllt;hree. a
The proposed Franich an- . McFarren asked that the matter
nexation,p o(r)iz of the most conten- be broken into three votes. 'I-f‘e
tious issues.in Watsonville politics said t}le agree:ment with Franich,
for a dozen years, was approved in V&{hlch Franich donates land for
by a wide margin by the City low-income hoqsxr’lg and parks in
Council last night. return fpr the city’s support of thg
The matter — whethef 72 acres annexatlon,. was “not ungenerous.
along East Lake Avenue should He a}so said the EIR met all the
become part of the city — will now reqmrements. of ‘t‘he lay\,/.
go before the county Local Agency But, he said, “I don’t feel com-
Formation Commission. LAFCO fortable making the statement of
has three months to set a public overriding concerns, because if I
hearing schedule on the issue, and consult gmy conscience, wt,nch is
another three months to receive what I'R required to fio, I'd vote

ic i ke a final deci- ’ bedpuse I don’t thigk the ben-
;S);:)l:ixc o ien efils outwejEh\the ative im-
The council took three votes on _pagts.” §
the issue: one.vote to say an envi- ves d kplal OteitAt
ronmental impact report for the eWpoirgt, h&wstiggestedithe matter

al was adequate; one to ac- be put _fore the voterg to decide,
Ic);(;rt)osan \agreemqent with Tony but he idn’t pursue the sugges-
Franich on the use of the land; tion before the council voted.
and one to say the benefits of the Hurst’s main (_)b]ectlon to the
annexation override the negative proposed annexation was the loss
impacts. of farm land. b
Two City Council members sent He pointed out @hat in addltx'on
a mixed message with their votes. fo the three significant negative
Councilmen Todd McFarren and impacts listed in the EIR — l_oss of
Parr Eves voted “yes” on the EIR agricultural land, exacerbation of
and on the agreement with the ground water overdraft, and

i i i i ts. He
the three questions. Councilman found 23 other serious impac
L:well Hurgst voted “no” on all said some of the mitigation mea-

hree issuies, and councjl member:

Franich, but “no” on the last of growth inducement — the report '
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sures proposed by the EIR, such

as increasing classroom size to

deal with the increasing number of
children in the school distr‘iﬁa

were inadequate. FEB 2419

A school is proposed for the site,
but Hurst said that even without
the 394 to 577 homes proposed
there, “If that school was built to-
morrow, it would be filled the next
day.” Increased classroom size is
not the answer, he said.

Bobeda, Campos and Rios said
they supported the annexation as
a way for the city to ease over-
crowded housing by increasing the
housing stock and to gain much-
needed park land.

. Bobeda said she thought that
with. the proper planning, the
project could be made “to work in
a reasonable and livable” way.

Alcala said the people in his dis-
trict who are against the an-
nexation are “misguided.”

“Somebody’s given them the
idea that it should all be low-
income housing,” Alcala said.
“That’s unrealistic.”

Rios’ vote may have surprised
some, because he, as did Hurst
and McFarren, said he was op-
posed to the annexation when he
campaigned for office in 1989. Rios
said he supported the project as
the only real alternative to the
city’s housing needs.

“If the city weren’t overcrowded,
the question wouldn’t even be be-
fore us,” he said.

He blasted opponents of the
project as being “no-growth” advo-
cates who want to protect farm
land and wetlands at the expense
of the people who live in sheds
and garages. Opponents have no
viable proposals for other places
to build, Rios said.

And Franich’s offer of nine acres
for low-income housing is a big
plus, he said.

“I haven’t heard anybody from
Buena Vista (the area in which
some are suggesting the -city
should grow) come forward saying
they want to donate land,” he said.

Rios said he didn’t think putting
the matter before the people was
a good idea, especially in light of
how many of the city’s Latinos are
not eligible to vote.

Most of the annexation’s op-
ponents had given up hope that
the council would vote against it
and were not at the meeting last
night. Kirk Schmidt, president of
the Santa Cruz County Farm Bu-
reau, was the only new speaker to
oppose the project. Schmidt said
the farm bureau objected to the
conversion of prime agricultural
land.

Several people had come to sup-
port Franich and to express their
frustration at how long it has
taken to decide the matter. One of
them was George Silva, a member
of the city’s soccer league, who
urged the council to act, ‘

“Please do ' something, even if
it’s wrong,” he said,

His remarks drew loud ap-
plause.

Although there has been exten-
sive discussion about what would
be built on the annexed land, any
development will have to go
through its own process of EIRs
and public hearings by the city.




