f broccoli was being unloaded this morning at the Norcal Frpzen Foods plant.

loyees on the job at Norcal

By JESSE CHAVARRIA *

. STAFF WRITER

Norcal Frozen Foods began
its first full day of operation
under sunny skies this morning.

Workers — who had ended an
18-month labor strike last week
— returned to process spinach
and broccoli.

Vehicles took up every avail-
able space along Ford Street,
which borders the plant, and
former strikers, some carrying
bag lunches, filed into work
about 8 a.m.

Not all of the thousand or seo

former strikers are to be called
back right away, plant owners
said last week. ! &

David Gill, a King City
- grower who led a consortium of
growers in the takeover of the
assets of the now-defunct Wat.-
sonville Canning and Frozen
Food Co., said it will be about
two months before the plant is
operating at full production.

Apparently about 250 line
workers were back at work
today.

The plant looked busy,. with
forklift operators loading crates
of spinach onto conveyer belts
and workers darting about the
premises.
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Be called back to work on a
seniority basis. ’ '

Among those former strikers
was was Cuca Lomeli, who said
simply, “It feels good to be
going back to work.”

Jose Hernandez, who worked
as a forklift driver at Watson-
ville Canning for 25 years
before the strike, was also
among those filing an applica-
tion.

He said he probably wouldn’t
be called back for a while, at
least until production is in full
swing.

“T’ll take the time off. I sort
of got used to being on vaca-
tion,” he joked. ,

Plant managers were
unavailable for comment, but

their secretaries said everyone
v'rzaﬂ- busy getting things back in
order. ;

_ A secretary for Norcal Presi-
dent Ron Trine said Trine was
working in a spinach field and
couldn’t be reached.

She said it would take about a
week before things were back to
smooth operation at the plant.
‘“There are a lot of bugs to work
out,” she said.

Bugs were also being worked
out down at the Teamsters
union hall on West Lake
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