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All Santa Cruz was agog 55 years
ago today. It was the opening day
(Tuesday) of the memorable first
Venetian Water Carnival, 1895,
(June 11-15), five days of pageant-
ry and fiesta that ended in a hlaze
of glory on Saturday night. ¥ prov-
ed so colorful that statewide atten-
d | tion was attracted this ‘way. A sec-
n|ond such carnival followed in '96.
y Excursion trains brought in vis-
g | itors until the town bulged. The
o | Southern Pacific had a special
g Youndtrip from San Francisco good
for eight days, at $2.80. From other
points two-thirds of usual rates pre-
vailed. Special trains ran between
e | here and all neighboring communi-
d|ties, such as Boulder Creek, Pa-
t| cific . Grove, Hollister and way
points.
- Theme Was European
e | Unlike fiestas of today, the theme
instead of early Californian was
1 | European and stress was upon flor-
t|al features. An event of the open-
e | ing day was the “battle of flowers.”
The center of activities was’ along
the San Lorenzo from about oppo-
site Laurel street, around the

Santa Cr

NIGHT ON THE RIVER

river curve to the old “cuthias”
bridge, since replaced by the mod-
ern Riverside avenue concrete
bridge. ;

Director General J. P. Smith was
one of the principal backers alon
with an extensive list of local busi.
ness people who contributed finan-
cially and otherwise to the carni-
val’s success. Smith and his wife
had bought and transformed the

Kittredge House on Beach Hill into’

a beautiful estate called Sunshine
Villa, social and hospitality center
of the 90s. They entertained ex-
tensively. The Smiths had long
loved Santa Cruz in preference to
both Paris and New York where he
had offices for his widespread im-
porting business, :

J. F. Coope had full charge of
river features of the carnival,
Floats plied the waters in great

uz Yesterds

he Preston Sawyer Collection)

variety. The queen (Anita Gon-
zales) had a barge of state. Her
bankside throne was just north of
the river curve. (

From the musi¢ stand opposite

YOUR BEST INVESTMENT IS
GOOD HEARING!
’ Your money can’t
buy more satisfac-
tion — invest in
Good Hearing, re-
ceive great benefits.
See 'Eddie Z. Orr
today, over 10 years

in helping deafened
hear.

Paravox Hearing Center
383 Capitola Ave., Capitola
Phone 3856-W

NO DOWN PAYMENT




