William Sambrailo

st~ B

Ag pioneer WIder known
clamshell packaging design

By RYAN PANLILIO
F THE REGISTER-PAJARONIAN
William King Sambrailo, a

\ / key figure in agricultural pro-
* duce packaging, died Saturday

while on a ski trip in Wyoming.
He was 76.

Born to Charles and Henri-
etta King Sambrailo, both of
immigrant families, Mr. Sam-
brailo was raised in a small
house on Lincoln Street in Wat-
sonville until the family moved
to Hecker Pass in 1947, He grad-
uated from Watsonville High
Schoel in 1945, where he played
scat-back on the football team
and was a hurdler on the track
team. He attempted to enter the

“military but was barred-due to
his asthma.

Mr. Sambrailo graduated
from Santa Clara University in
1950 with a degree in business.
While there, he played running
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2003 Al Smith Friend of Agricul-
ture Award. The award is given
to someone who is not in pro-
duction agriculture, but has
done much for the industry,
Jess Brown of the Santa Cruz
County Farm Bureau said.
“(Mr. Sambrailo) was well
thought of by everybody in the
agriculture industry,” Brown
unique and
i#idual with a

ailo
has staged in
business for s@ long ig#ecause

of how theyfadaptedsto the
changing agritulture industry,
Brown said.

Mr. Sambrailo’s. father,
Charles Sambrailo, started the
business in Watsonville in 1923.
Mr. Sambrailo inherited the
company with his brother
Chuck upon their father’s death

back on the football team,
which played in the Orange
Bowl

Last year, he received the

in 1963 and ran the company as
an entrepreneur and inventor.

See SAMBRAILO, page 2
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Mr. Sambrailo invented néw ;
corrugated tray designs for use in :

ketability and shelf life. . :
He also started Samco Plastics, '
which made the green mesh bas- . §
kets that were. in use for 20 years K
until his clamshell invention en-
tered the market in 1987. e
The clamshell design was the
result of a joint idea with Driscoll’s’
Strawberry associates for packag-
ing raspberries. Mr. Sambrailo kept. . -
alive the company’s 60-year rela- -
tionship with Driscoll Strawber- .
ries, a relationship that was start-
ed in his father’s era. Vi
Clamshells have changed the v
way the nation’s berries and pro-
duce are packaged. They are now"
used to package strawberries, rasp-
berries, blueberries, cherries,
grapes, tomatoes, potatoes, beans,
peas, peppers, okra and other items.
Besides holding numerous pat-
ents on the innovative clamshell
design, the company also holds a
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_ Sambrallo Packaglng Board Cha;rman William Sambrailo
. (left), son and company PreS|dent and CEO Mark Sambrailo
and Vice President for New Produce Sales and Marketmg :
Tony Cadiente inspect clamshell-packaged strawbernes prlor\-, |
to shlpment last year. a0 , 1

5 hess,Mr Sambrailo ér\jbyed sknng, i
biking, hang gliding, kayaking,
“marathon walking, hiking and

“He was a very

patent to a packaging system called . much more. He was part of the Mt.
MIXIM. MIXIM packages fit into a unique and ; - Kilimanjaro millennium climb in
pallet with better space efficiency wonderful ,2000 which. claimed the lives of

. two fellow climbers. While onaski .
' trip at Salt Lake Olympics in 2002 ki
" he broke his ankle while imitating |
-« .Johnny Mosley in the moguls. He
. loved skiing, took advantage of the
 senior discount and had not mi

and less bruising on the produce.

Sambrailo was a wonderful
businessman, Nita Gizdich of"
Gizdich Ranch in Watsonville said.
He would tell Gizdich what kind of
box or label to use in the packag-
ing at her family’s apple business,
she said, adding that she believes
that is how local business should .
be conducted. The Gizdich’s have
been in business for 50 years.

Mr. Sambrailo was also a found-
ing director of Pajaro Valley Bank
from 1983-1991 and later became - football club and chapero
director with the new bank own- Watsonville High's Snocat
er, First National Bank, from 1991- - club trips for many years.
2001. He was a member of the Pa- .- When not tendmg to hxs bus

individual with a
great sense of
" humor.” e
— J}essB‘(q‘vyh

' jaro Valley Historical Association
and the Watsonville Chapter of the
" Elks Club, director of the original
Pop Wamer Pajaro Valley Packe
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